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1812 PS Comet is the First Passenger Steamer

1825 PS Lady Rodney arrives at Minehead

1834 Unsuccessful 
attempt to launch a    
passenger service 
from Minehead

1852 Richard Stoate Date 
begins to charter Steamers 
out of Watchet and Minehead

1887 PS Waverley arrives on the Bristol Channel

1893 P&A Campbell Company is launched



Earl of Dunraven, built 1888, entering Watchet harbour to collect passengers bound 
for Minehead and beyond. The boat was chartered by Richard Date most probably.



PS Bonnie Doon
PS Earl of Dunraven

PS Waverley 1890

PS RavenswoodSome of the Paddle 
Steamers that 
visited Minehead in 
the late 19th Century



Richard’s Date’s 
sailings were 

advertised in the WSFP.

They were placed in 
1897





From the West Somerset Free Press 10 July 1897:

....Some 300 passengers from Cardiff landed at 
Minehead in the morning and spent a pleasant time 
in the town. Some went to Greenaleigh and some 120 
were catered for by Mrs Williams of Church Farm.
The marine excursion was a very enjoyable one, the 
weather delightful, though with perhaps just a 
breath too much of wind for many, especially in the 
morning, some of the trippers being internally a 
little disconcerted thereby......



1894 Whit Monday –
1000 to 1500 day trippers 
disembarked from South 
Wales at Minehead
Harbour

The Free Press 
reported....Landings 
at the Harbour were 
at the mercy of the 
tides  and the 
congestion of the 
crowds can be 
imagined.......

The alternative was to 
land by launch.....



These facts stimulated an idea by George Fownes
Luttrell in 1894 to investigate the possibility of 
building a pier in Minehead.

3 March 1899 the Minehead Pier Company was 
instigated – the Campbell brothers were among 
the shareholders.

The pier would be  700 feet long and 24 feet 
extending to 76 feet wide over deep water and 
running in a north-easterly direction



In 1894, outline planning permission was obtained.

In April 1895, he had obtained permission from the Board of 
Trade to build a magnificent pier with pavilion, saloon, 

reading room etc.

In June 1895, a second reading of the plans were heard in 
the House of Lords.

The pier, in its simplest from, was officially opened on 25th

May 1901 and reported the following week in the WSFP on 
1st June 1901.



Plans for the proposed pier 1894



25 May 1901 the Pier was officially opened 
by George Fownes Luttrell.

PS Glen Rosa was the first to arrive from Barry  
and she also returned later.

PSs Waverley, Ravenswood and 
Westward Ho also arrived that day



Taken shortly after the Lifeboat House was completed, 
this view shows the lack of facilities on the Pier

Visitors complained about the lack of amenities

Initially there was only one turnstile and this caused 
considerable congestion for the many visitors



Work commenced in 1907 to provide facilities on the Pier

The original luggage 
trolley on rails can be 
clearly seen

A lavatory was built a third 
of the way along the pier

A Urinal was installed at 
the end of the pier

By 1908 a shelter had also been built



OS Map 1905 – before 
amenities installed on Pier

OS Map 1929 showing shelter, 
lavatory and urinal on Pier







Aerial view of Pier 1930

Today







Arthur Lionel was Minehead’s last pulling and 
sailing lifeboat, as seen from the pier





Sometimes it was 
a long walk up to 
the pier head!
...and then you 
had to pay to get 
off the pier!









The Pier 
photographed from 
the Zigzag path in 1939

It was removed in 
1940 because a pair 
of four inch guns 
had been installed 
on the Harbour wall

By 1942 only the 
vertical supports 
remained

No other Pier was 
removed in the 
Bristol Channel











Post War Sailings PS Ravenswood 
was the last paddle 
steamer to visit the 
old Pier in 1939

She was among 
the first to visit 
when the 
Harbour was 
reopened in 1951

PS Britannia

PS Cardiff Queen





....and finally..
The Waverley...

But, how many 
Waverleys were 
built?

Built in 1885 this was 
the first Bristol 
Channel Campbell 
steamer

Waverley I

Waverley II was 
built in 1899 and 
spent her time on 
the Clyde

Waverley III was launched as PS 
Barry in 1907. Her name was 
changed to Waverley in 1926

...IV ...built in 1946

- She was scraped in 1921







Thank you for listening

More information will be available 
at Minehead Museum


