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Above is a captive Eurasian crane photographed at 
Slimbridge Wetland Centre, Glos.



West Sedgemoor landscape

In January 2012 the bird watching group heard about the ‘Great Crane project’ and the re-
introduction of cranes to West Sedgemoor on the Somerset levels. In 2012 we were lucky 
enough to observe some of the released birds at a feeding station, but from a great 
distance.



Young cranes, photographed in 2012 gather together to feed on the Somerset levels.



Autofeeder

Decoy crane

Photographed in 2012. 
The cranes were provided with an auto-feeder alongside a wooden decoy crane.



The Great Crane Project

In 2010, consent was obtained from a reserve in Land Brandenburg, Northern 
Germany to collect up to 30 crane eggs annually for 5 years

The highly regulated project was supported by three conservation partners:
WWT
RSPB

Penthorpe Conservation Trust
and funding partner Viridor Credits

Detailed information about the collection, rearing, ringing, release, and monitoring is 
available from the website:

thegreatcraneproject.org.uk/annual reports  
Included are also the details of the ringing of the cranes from which it is possible to 

identify each individual.

In short, eggs were incubated at Slimbridge and the chicks reared in special pens by 
costumed aviculturalists, who acted as ‘crane parents’. Aversion training was used to 
dissuade the birds from becoming ‘tame’ to Humans and also potential predators.

Young birds were released from specialised pens at West Sedgemoor and are still 
being carefully monitored.

http://www.thegreatcraneproject.org.uk/news/annual-reports


All of the released birds may be 
identified by their unique colour 
ringing.

On the left leg are three rings;
black-blue black

- Signifying that the crane was reared 
in the UK.

On the right leg, three rings are seen. The bottom ring will be the same for all birds 
hatched in the same year. This crane has a red year tag and hatched in 2010.
The three rings are in order: white-black-red and identifies the  name of the bird as 
‘Ruby’ , hatched in May 2010.



‘Flash’ - hatched June 2011 
(year tag colour white).
Ring colours:
White-black-green

‘Squidgy’ – hatched August 2010
Ring colours:
Red-yellow-green

‘Ellie’ – hatched June 2011
Ring colours;
White-black-yellow

‘Pippa’ – hatched May 2011
Ring colours;
White-red-green



‘Beatrice’ hatched August 2011
Ring colours;
White-red-blue

‘Gerald’ hatched August 2011
Ring colours;
White-blue-yellow ‘Swampy’ hatched August 2011

Ring colours;
White-yellow-blue



Some facts about the Eurasian Crane



In May 2017, our holiday followed a route along the Baltic sea coast to Ruegen Island. I had 
read that there was a Crane reserve on the coast near Stralsund, in Land Mecklenburg-
Vorpommern. This area lies north of the Land Brandenburg where the crane eggs were 
collected. The reserve, the Western Pomerania lagoon area is an important stop over for 
cranes during their spring and autumn migrations.
The coastal region between Rostock and the Island of Ruegen is called the ‘Darss-Zingster’ 
wetlands area and is an important site for migratory birds.

Nature Reserve



Nature Reserve of the Vorpommeranian Wetlands

Baltic sea

Information
centre at 
Mohrdorf

Observatory 
‘Kranorama’ at Gunz

Resting place of the cranes during 
their migration at Lake Gunz

Woodland areas

Farmland



The text here was taken from 
the information placards.



The land here is very flat

Storks take every opportunity to build 
their nests as high as possible.

This was a lucky picture taken as we 
were driving through a village!



An observatory (called the Kranorama)has been built 
near to lake Gunz and provides an excellent 
opportunity to observe the cranes during their 
migration. May was too late for us to observe the 
cranes. However, there were many information 
placards on the way to the monitoring station.

Crane protection area



This was my favourite placard!



The observatory is large, but during the 
migratory times in spring and autumn it is 
necessary to book as many people also want 
to see the cranes!



There are also additional 
observation huts for the 
reserve wardens. 



Standing near the Kranorama I thought I could see flying cranes, but my camera 
didn’t agree! They were Red Kites.



But, some cranes had not joined the rest of the flock. The wardens we met at the Crane 
Information Centre and Museum confirmed that some had decided to stay. It was likely that 

they were juveniles.



The text here is taken 
from the information 
placards



Overwintering

Autumn Migration

Spring Migration

Reproduction

Rearing the young



The Migration of Cranes from the Arctic Circle to the Equator – they may follow one of the 
following routes.

West European Flyway

Baltic Hungarian Flyway

East European Flyway

Stopover Site

Wintering Area



The weather is cold here in winter and food is sparse (apart from that provided by 
the Reserve). From this stopover, around 75,000 cranes follow the West European 
Highway ( see previous slide) and overwinter in Extremadura, Andalucia. This is a 
distance of about 3000 Km, which will be covered in about three weeks. In the 
winter here, the cranes feast on the acorns of the Holm oak trees .



Detail of the stop-over sites on the West European Flyway: 



Some of the roads in this region are 
constructed from large cobblestones.



We arrived at Mohrdorf and spent a long time at the Crane 
Information Centre. The wardens certainly knew all about the 
‘Great Crane project’ but were sworn to secrecy on the exact 
location of the nests!

Looks familiar?



Postscript:

Of the eight birds I’ve been able to identify from images taken in 2012,  five were 
still alive in 2019:

Ruby (F)
Gerald (M)

Flash (F)
Ellie (F)

Pippa (F)

Beatrice (F) disappeared sometime early in 2019 but may have been sighted on 
the Fens
Squidgy (F) was reported missing , probably dead, in 2019
Swampy (F) was injured post release, treated and reintroduced in 2011, but has 
since died.

From my photographs, I believe there were 12 or more cranes to be seen in 2012.
Of those I was able to identify, only one was male!


