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The cliffs at Blue Anchor belong to an area of coastline which has been designated 

a SSSI that extends along the coast to Lilstock. The ‘Liassic’ group ( grey colour 

above) is another term for Early Jurassic (ca. 201 MA) and consists of clays, 

mudstones and limestones. The darker pink represents the Triassic (ca. 250 MA) 

mercia mudstone marls which are also found at Blue Anchor.



The Blue Anchor fault is the most noticeable geological structure at Blue Anchor. It 

demarcates the older Triassic  rocks from the younger downthrown Jurassic rocks.

Absolute care is essential if you are visiting this beach. 

The cliff surface is fragile and rock falls occur frequently. 

Also, check the tide times so that you don’t get cut off by the incoming tide.



July 2020

There are signs here 

of cliff erosion.

The Blue Anchor Hotel is situated in a very precarious position as the cliff has been 

slipping away from its foundations. It closed in September 2018.



The hotel 

from above

The old defence wall was strengthened in 

July 2020 following the discovery of 

cavities in the structure.



After heavy rainfall, water cascades off the cliffs in 

a series of waterfalls. Winter storms further 

destabilise the cliff face leading to many rock falls.

December 

2020

The streams carry the mudstone 

on to the beach and often a red 

‘slick’  appears in the sea  after 

heavy rainfall.



November 2020

Following the award of a grant from the EA in September 2020, work 

commenced to stabilise the existing sea defence wall below the hotel. The 

work would also protect the B3191 which runs behind the hotel.

9th November – a barge laden 

with 1800 tons of granite 

arrives from Cornwall

The rocks were dumped into the sea 

and to be later exposed at low tide.



It took several weeks to shift the rocks 

up the beach with heavy front loading

machinery.



22nd November 2020

Moving the rocks up the beach 

took several weeks because the 

diggers could only access the 

beach at low tide.



29th December 2020

The rock armour is now in place and 

should help to prevent further 

erosion during winter storms. 

Additional work will commence in 

the spring to further secure the cliff 

to the east for ca.130 m

Note:  someone is standing at the edge 

of the cliff (about 1 m wide) looking 

down at the devastation.


