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Virtual Coffee Morning: 11 am Thursday 17 June 2021 

The Iceman: a Neolithic Murder Mystery in the Alps  

with Andrew Thompson 

 

In 1991 mountaineers discovered the body of a man trapped in 
melting glacier ice in the high Alps. When it became apparent that 
the well-preserved body and artefacts found with him were over 
5,000 years old, the find became an international sensation.  

Andrew Thompson tells us the story of the Iceman's discovery and 
what his mummified body and belongings reveal about day-to-day 
prehistoric life in the Copper Age. He discusses the latest theories 
about the man himself − why was he in the high mountains and 
how did he die there? 

An historian and archaeologist based in West Devon, Andrew 
works as a heritage consultant specialising in interpretation, community engagement and research. 

 
The Zoom link will be sent out on Monday 14 June to members on email. If you’d like to attend 

but need help with Zoom, send an email before 14 June to ITChampionsMinehead@gmail.com  

 

❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖ 
 
 

Have you renewed your subscription for 2021/22? 

Don't forget!   Do it today! 

Please remember to renew your subscription for our current membership year by the end of May. 

The 2021/22 subscription is £10 for an individual with email newsletter (or £18 if you want a 

printed newsletter). For two people at the same address the rate is £20 with email newsletter (or 

£28 to include one printed newsletter).  

There are no renewal forms to complete, but please let me know of any changes in personal 

contact details by phone (see committee list) or at membership@minehead-district-u3a.org.uk   

You have a choice of ways to pay. Either send a cheque (made out to Minehead & District u3a) 

to Nic Pettit, Treasurer, 81 Parkhouse Road, Minehead TA24 8AE or – preferably – pay online to 

our TSB account, sort code 30-95-66, account number 24579768, using your membership 

name(s) as the reference.  
Hilary Fisk, Membership Secretary 

 
 

 

https://minehead-district-u3a.org.uk/
mailto:ITChampionsMinehead@gmail.com
mailto:membership@minehead-district-u3a.org.uk
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Chairman’s Column  

 As I write this column it 

seems likely that – with some 

restrictions – we may be able 

to hold some meetings in late 

June and that by September 

things may be returning to 

some degree of normality. 

We’ll keep convenors fully 

updated on how changes in regulations affect 

our u3a groups, so please keep in contact 

with the convenor of every group you belong 

to. What we do know for certain is that any 

changes directly affecting our meetings will 

not come into force until after 21 June.  

Last year National Office postponed the 

planned National u3a Day to 2 June 2021. 

The timing is to make it part of National 

Volunteering Week, so you may see some 

coverage of it in the media. As a committee 

we have decided not to organise anything 

locally for then. Instead, we’re planning to  

focus our publicity efforts on later in the 

year, probably including an open morning, 

which will be an opportunity to reinvigorate 

our u3a and celebrate our local groups and 

events.   

For historical reasons, our u3a membership 

year runs from 1 May to 30 April and during 

this current year what a unique and, at 

times, distressing set of circumstances we 

have had to face! We delayed our last AGM 

from May until August – so it may come as a 

surprise to find that it’s already time for the 

next one. You will all have received a copy of 

the accounts and reports. I do hope that you 

will join us virtually to show your support for 

our organisation. However, please email me 

or Nic (Treasurer) if you have questions or 

comments but are unable to attend. The 

business part of the morning, which is quite 

short, will be followed by a contrasting 

presentation: an online magic show!  

John Batt
❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖ 

News from the Groups  

See page 8 for group convenor contact details 

Our new website contains more information and photos and is regularly updated. If you’ve got a tablet or 
smartphone with a camera, you can use the QR code here to go directly to the website.  

 

If you’re not online, call Hilary Fisk on 01643 705272 with any membership/general enquiries.  

Bird Watching 

During April, members saw a total of 59 species with a 

further five heard only. Highlights were a cuckoo (I always 

love to hear the first one), Dartford warbler, little ringed 

plover, pied flycatcher and whimbrel (the latter being a new 

species on our list). Blackcaps are singing loud and long. This 

lovely photo of a pied flycatcher was taken by Tim 

Hedgecock at Horner. 

From the list of birds seen it seems that most of our summer 

visitors are here now, so watch out for them on your walks. 

Do keep your eye on the bird-watching forum on our u3a 

website for new sightings. I list those seen on my weekly walks, and also anything of extra 

interest as it pops up, like the yellowhammers near Nutcombe on 1 May. If you see anything 

special, do put it on the Birdwatching Forum so others may have the chance to see it as well.      

I hope that soon we will be able to start watching together.       Kay Bullen 

 

Book Group 1 

After 17 happy years, Book Group 1 has decided to retire. We have been together a long time 

and will continue to meet informally.               Jill Merer 

 

Classical Music 1 

The ending of restrictions on indoor meetings on 21 June will come too late for our meeting in 

June, but we are hoping to get together in July. Fingers crossed!. If it is possible, details will be  

in June’s newsletter.                 Sandra Hanley 

https://minehead-district-u3a.org.uk/forums/forum/birdwatching-forum
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Classical Music 2 

Our May meeting was presented by Chris, and celebrated spring and the start of summer. He 

played a lovely selection of music, from a Schubert song to Chabrier's España. There were some 

pieces from Spotify and some with video (which included an orchestral piece with a score for us 

to read); he also posted programme notes. The more technically able amongst us are learning to 

make the most of Zoom.  

Our meeting on 7 June will also be by Zoom, and Alison will be in charge of the music.  Maybe 

only with audio – let's see!                Jan Lowy 

 

Creative Writing 

As restrictions are lifted, we were really hoping  

 

                                                    

                                         

                                                

 

 

 

 

 

We’ve all become best friends with the Met Office website, eagerly checking for sunshine and 

warmth, ready for our first real meeting, outdoors. Sadly, it was not to be. We were back to 

Zoom, and although we enjoy our 'electronic' chats, it really isn’t the same.   

Nevertheless, we were entertained by the stories we had written. We were given the task of using 

the scenario of someone tearing up a cheque, which really challenged us but produced some 

excellent stories.  

Our challenge for June is to write on the subject of 'Matchmaker'. Why not have a go yourself, if 

you have a spare hour? You can email it to the group at creativewriting@minehead-district-

u3a.org.uk or just write it to entertain yourself on a wet afternoon. By the time we have finished 

those stories, we really hope that we’ll be reading them face to face, but watch this space! 
            Janet Jones 

 

E-bikers 

Since the group commenced in March of this year, some 

of us have completed challenges, others explored 

completely new areas, and all of us without exception 

have derived immense pleasure from cycling in the 

beautiful unspoilt countryside of Somerset. We have 

visited sleepy quaint villages, that are like stepping back 

in time. We have traversed the top of Exmoor where we 

were all awed by the magnificence of the scenery, and 

felt that we were about to bump into Wordsworth or 

Coleridge, at any minute, as they were also so taken 

with this terrain.  

It was also an absolute privilege to see a multitude of 

wildlife and birds in their natural habitat, especially at this 

time of year when so many little lambs and foals are scampering around. We have all experienced 

the excitement of discovering tiny back lanes and coastal tracks along with the exhilaration of the 

wind whistling in our ears on the glorious five–mile downward ride on the toll road towards 

Porlock – sheer bliss! 

The rides are always at a steady pace, of varying lengths, and cater for cyclists of all abilities. 

Each ride is detailed on the E-bike group page on the website, so please take a look. If you would 

like to join us, do get in touch with Kay (details on P8). 

We are hoping to have a 'getaway' over the Quantocks in June with dinner, bed & breakfast, and 

a charge available for our batteries at the Castle of Comfort at Nether Stowey.  

 

At Webber's Post 

 

our May meeting 

    would look 

          like this … 

 

 

 

Instead,         

    it looked  

      like this… 

 

mailto:creativewriting@minehead-district-u3a.org.uk
mailto:creativewriting@minehead-district-u3a.org.uk
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French Conversation 

We have not met in person since last September, but we have kept in touch via emails and have 

plans to start actual meetings again next month – if nothing changes in the meantime. Loud 

creaking will no doubt be heard as we attempt to get our brains into gear – and dictionaries will 

be much in evidence.                    Di Martin 

 

General History 

Our first speaker exchange went very well, with John from East Suffolk u3a telling us all about 

the Cato Street Conspiracy. It was fascinating to find that the plan was to capture the Bank of 

England and the Tower of London to bring down the Government!  

In May we'll have a talk about Stephen and Matilda, and another about Lamorbey in south east 

London moving from a rural idyll to suburban sprawl in a century. There will be another talk on 

Zoom as usual on 21 June, but in August we are thinking of perhaps meeting up in reality(!) and 

having a cream tea at The Beach Hotel with a visit to Minehead Museum. Do contact me if you'd 

like to join us.           Jane Sperring 
 

Italian Conversation 

Along with many other people, we are looking forward to the possibility of meeting face to face 

again. Hopefully, Owls Roost will be open by the end of the month and we can go back there on 

Mondays. We have decided not to continue with regular Zoom sessions once we can get together 

again. We are continuing to delve through our latest book and discuss its contents chapter by 

chapter. We have found it rather abstract, but hopefully the book is helping our overall 

understanding of the language. New words are being discovered on a daily basis from our never-

ending games of Italian scrabble. It's challenging and a lot of fun.                    Cherrie Temple 

 

Local History 

Yet another successful Zoom session was held on Thursday 6 May, with over 25 participants to 

hear Cherrie's comprehensive talk on Arthur C Clarke. We had hoped that there would have been 

a friend of the current Clarke family, who still farm at Ballifants, in the audience, but this was not 

possible in the end. I did press the record button this time, so there is a video of the talk 

available in the members’ section of the website.  

So, to next month and our Zoom meeting on Thursday 3 June. Peter Dean will talk about the life 

and work of George Fownes Luttrell, as a follow up to our recent talks on Dunster Castle. Heather 

Yendole will also talk about her ancestor, Abraham Fry, who left Porlock in 1855 and made his 

money in the US. Some found its way back to West Somerset and was used to establish Ridler's 

shoe shop in Minehead. 

Barbara Hoffbauer's walks 'Round the Hawn' have proved popular, and she is happy to organise 

more if anyone would like to go. Please let me know.  Likewise for Catherine's walks around 

Watchet, 'Hobblers, lifeboatmen, and coastguards'.      David Temple 

 

Luncheon Club 

With the Government Covid 'roadmap' continuing to proceed, we anticipate contacting our various 

venues towards the end of the month to see what arrangements they will have in place for the 

group to meet up from June onwards.                            David Packer 

 

Nature Amblers  

At the end of April five of us walked to the wood below 

Selworthy to see the bluebells and orchids. Among other 

things we saw were white lady’s smock, a Dryad’s saddle 

fungus growing on a log, and a large elm tree festooned 

with bunches of green round-winged seeds. 

The next amble will be at Dunster Beach at 10 am on 

Wednesday 26 May. New members welcome, especially as 

Covid restrictions on numbers taking part and wearing 

masks outside are easing!    

Photo by Chris Flind                   Jill Pudwell 

 

https://minehead-district-u3a.org.uk/our-u3a/interest-groups/arts-humanities/local-history/local-history-presentations/arthur-c-clarke-minehead-to-the-stars-by-cherrie-temple
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Painting 

Our first outdoor painting day was on the 

marshes near Seaward Way. There was a 

cold wind, so we retreated for an early 

coffee! We'll go to the same location for our 

next meeting.                            Pat Gurnett 

   

      

 

 

Photography 

Our April challenge was to produce images of still 

life in monochrome. This produced a lot of varied 

takes on the subject (see the u3a website). An 

example is attached, sent in by John Batt.  

Our next subject is ‘Spring Flowers’, to be circulated 

in May. The challenge for images to be distributed 

around 15 June will be ‘The Littoral Zone’ (the area 

of the shore between high and low tides). To this 

end, we will be joining up with the Monochrome 

Group at 10 am on 26 May, on Minehead Railway 

Station forecourt. 

Our other news is that Bob Cramp, our convenor for 

over four years, has decided to stand down. We all thank Bob for the sterling work he did to keep 

us all involved. Stewart Lane has ‘volunteered’ to take Bob’s place. We wish Stewart all the very 

best.                                     Derek Webb 

 

Play Reading 

The group has been on hold since the start of the pandemic. However, I aim to start again on     

9 September, the second Thursday of the month. I have set this date for two reasons, partly 

because it will allow everyone to get used to any new regulations, but also to give the required 

notice to the Performing Arts Library of any plays we wish to borrow.   

Our first play will be the one we planned to do before lockdown, Death of a Salesman by Arthur 

Miller. I urge anyone interested who has not already contacted me to do so; our resumption will 

depend on numbers to provide a cast.                Michael Elwick 

 

Poetry 1 

With the sad loss of our convenor Jenny Hart, we emailed each other in April with poems about 

plants and gardens in memory of the enjoyable times we had in Jenny’s lovely garden.  It is 

hoped we can meet again face to face at the end of June.            Sandra Hanley 

 

 

Date for your diary  
 

Virtual Coffee Morning – Thursday 15 July 2021  
How medicines were discovered, with Michael Hollingsworth 

 

A Zoom link will be sent to all members on email on the Monday preceding the meeting 

No Coffee Morning in August 
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Poetry 2 

We had a wonderful afternoon filled with fun and laughter, very much in keeping with our theme 

for this month, which was humour. A particular favourite was the contemporary poet Les Barker, 

with poems about frustration regarding the late delivery of snails and his view of sex being better 

than poetry. Growtiger’s Last Stand by TS Elliot brought much amusement, along with Rupert 

Brooke's clever depiction of heaven for fish.  

Our very own in-house poet, Michael, recited his very funny poem called Meeting Henry, based on 

a true-life event (see the u3a website). We also enjoyed Edward Lear's nonsense poem The Owl 

and the Pussy-Cat, and John Betjeman's poem about his muse Joan Hunter Dunn. A number of 

contemporary poets, too many to mention by name, have written refreshing poems about Brexit, 

psychotherapy, chocolates and the wearing of masks. Our stimulating afternoon clearly dispelled 

any myths that poetry is always serious! 

Our theme for next month is Time/Thyme – it will be interesting to discover how many poems are 

written in relation to this subject.                  Helen Sellings 

 

 

Tap Dance 

The group starts again at 2 pm on Tuesday 18 May, at Watchet Community Centre. We'll meet on 

the first and third Tuesday of the month for an hour.  

As it's been a year since we've danced together, we'll go back to basics and build up to new and 

old dances. We'll try out fun but simple step routines and dances. There is a short introductory 

video on the Minehead u3a website showing some steps we can learn. 

Dust off your tap shoes (don't worry, you can give it a go without tap shoes) and release your 

inner Fred or Ginger.               Jane Lay 

 

Ukulele 1 

Have you been able to get together with any of the groups you belong to – outdoors, of course, 

and following social distancing rules? Although we tried, our efforts weren’t hugely successful; our 

fingers became stiff in the cold, and song-sheets either blew away in the wind or became 

smudged by the rain – or both! So, the announcement that we could start to meet inside and in 

small groups was very welcome. 

We have found a new venue for our meetings, Carhampton Village Hall, which seems ideal for our 

strumming sessions, and we can’t wait to start a‘strummin’ and a‘pickin’ again. 

During the lockdowns, several members have moved away so we are, at the moment, a fairly 

small group. We have had one or two enquiries about joining, so our numbers could well begin to 

swell again.  

Many people smile knowingly if you tell them you play the ukulele, but in reality it is a great and 

happy instrument. Those of us who do play also tend to smile a lot – but that’s because we are 

enjoying ourselves. Life's not so bad if you play the ukulele! 

Maybe you might like to join us when the restrictions are fully lifted?        Bill Peters 

 

Ukulele 2 

Our group hopes to get back together again once we're out of lockdown. We'll have more 

information about where and when as the restrictions ease.          Jane Lay

  

 

 

We look forward to receiving your contributions/news for the June newsletter 

Please send all items by Friday 4 June 2021 to Margaret at  
newsletter@minehead-district-u3a.org.uk  

https://minehead-district-u3a.org.uk/meeting-henry-by-michael-elwick
mailto:newsletter@minehead-district-u3a.org.uk
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April Coffee Morning Talk: British Bats  

At the u3a April virtual coffee morning we were introduced to a 

subject that I think most of us knew very little about, when Edward 

Wells gave us a talk on bats. As Vice-Chairman of the Somerset Bat 

Group and sometime member of the Bat Conservation Trust, Edward 

clearly has a great depth of bat knowledge and that, along with his 

obvious enthusiasm for the creatures, made for a most interesting 

and informative session. 

Bats date from about 50 million years ago. Worldwide there are 1400 

species, and they are found on every continent except Antarctica. 

Most live in the tropics, but there are 17 species in the UK – 16 of which are found in Somerset.  

They are placental mammals that give birth to one or two ‘pups’. Adult bats have furry bodies 

and wings with long articulated finger bones and a flexible membrane between the digits. While 

they're all nocturnal and insect eating, the species vary tremendously in size; the largest having a 

wingspan of over a metre (there are none of those in Somerset!), while the smallest are tiny.  

Because each bat species eats different insects, they don’t compete for food. Food needs to be 

plentiful, as one pipistrelle may eat up to 3,000 insects a night – and there can be hundreds of 

bats in a roost.  

Bats roost in all sorts of places: under roof tiles or in attics, caves, disused buildings, tunnels and 

mines. All species are protected, so if you’ve got them, you just have to learn to live with them!  

Until the 1930s how bats could navigate in the dark remained a mystery, especially as we knew 

that their eyesight was not good (think of ‘blind as a bat’). A US scientist built a machine capable 

of detecting sound outside our hearing range and making it possible for humans to hear bats, 

whereupon we learned that, far from being silent flyers, bats actually make a lot of noise. Bats’ 

amazing echo-location technique enables them to find food as well as to navigate through 

vegetation and over open water. 

To bring us right up to date, Edward explained that bats are good at resisting viruses. They carry 

many, but don’t suffer viral effects: their poor immune system means they don’t react.    Di Martin 

 

Welcome to our new members! 
We’re very happy to wish a warm (if as yet still virtual!) welcome to those who’ve joined our u3a 

recently: Gill Hall from Watchet; Olive Day, James & Sarah Stringer, all from Minehead. 

 

 

If you need this information in a different format such as large print, 
please contact one of the newsletter editors. 
 

 


