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Virtual Coffee Morning: 11 am Thursday 18 November 2021 

Driving under London– a talk by John Polley 

 

John Polley’s interests include local history, transport, and industrial archaeology.  Although he’d 
wanted to drive trains since leaving school, it wasn’t until he reached the age of 40 that he finally 

‘got on the handle’ as a trainee driver with London Underground.  It was to be one of the best 
experiences of his working life. John will explain the development of the London Underground, 

taking us behind the scenes on the Northern Line and sharing with us many interesting details.  

The Zoom link will be sent on Monday 15 November to members on email.  If you’d like to attend 

but need help with Zoom, just send an email to ITChampionsMinehead@gmail.com before then.  

 

Come and join a new group! 

For more information about the following new and reconvened groups, contact Helen Sellings, at 

newgroups@minehead-district-u3a.org.uk, or the convenors listed below:  

Proposed new groups: [all at newgroups@minehead-district-u3a.org.uk] 

Spanish for Beginners Ali Lemar, 07789 880316 

French Conversation 2 Kathy Barnes, 07766 103175 

Craft (Minehead) Pam Bartlett, 01643 703966 

Wine Club Depending on the level of interest, Lori Lee (07935 318022) is 

offering to convene a Wine Club (with meetings in both Watchet 

and Minehead) and a Craft Group (meetings in Watchet). Lori 
would also like to set up a Crime Book Group (with meetings in 

the Watchet/Washford area). Do contact Lori if you’d like to 
know more about any of these.  

Craft (Watchet) 

Crime Book Club 

Reconvened groups: 

Jazz Appreciation Alan Bond, 01984 639249 or jazzappreciation@minehead-
district-u3a.org.uk  

Luncheon Club Lori Lee, 07935 318022 or luncheonclub@minehead-district-

u3a.org.uk  
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Meeting accommodation for groups 

Don’t forget that Townsend House has a new Booking Secretary: Cherry Burroughs, so please 

keep a note of her email address (cherryburroughs@talktalk.net) if you book meeting rooms.  
Should you need to discuss a room booking, you may call Cherry on 01643 818476, but in 

general she prefers email enquiries.  

Our u3a Secretary, Sue Hutchings, has been checking round for other local meeting venues. If 

your group is no longer meeting at Townsend House, perhaps because of the new restrictions on 

numbers, please contact Sue for information on possible alternative locations.  

DATES and u3a DIARIES 

* No coffee morning in December  
* Next coffee morning 11 am Thursday 20 January 2022  

Plans for our monthly talks for 2022 are still under consideration – we’ll publish details 

as soon as possible in the newsletter and on our website.  

Our Secretary, Sue Hutchings, has a small stock of 2022 u3a diaries for sale, price £3 each.  

Please contact her if you would like to buy one. Alternatively, you can buy them online (£3 each 

plus p&p) from the u3a National Office.  

Chairman’s Column  

‘Same same but different’ is the phrase that keeps occurring to me as the committee makes plans 
for the coming months.  I am delighted to see that many groups are now up and running again, 

and that we have some potential new ones in the offing.  

An extreme illustration of how things could change happened at a recent meeting of a u3a group 
to which I belong.  As contributions to the room hire were being collected, one member said that 

they no longer carried cash, so asked to pay by phone!  While it’s unlikely that we’ll be supplying 

convenors with card readers in the foreseeable future, this was a timely reminder that the world 

has changed and we’ll need to adapt.  

Our IT Champions are putting together equipment to enable us to put on hybrid meetings (that’s 
the combination of face-to- face and online events).  It’s becoming clear that before long the 

membership of u3as will be both local and national: members will be able to take an active part 

in any u3a group without a physical presence being necessary.  

We have invited our coffee morning speaker to give the presentation on Zoom again next month.  

However, we’re planning to hold some local, more informal, coffee mornings in addition, so look 

out for news of those.  

We’ve learned that, unfortunately for us, the coffee room at the Baptist Church is no longer 

available, so we must consider new venues for our monthly meetings in the New Year.  If you’ve 
any thoughts or suggestions on different formats for coffee mornings, or if you know any venues 

that have the type of space that will enable our members to meet and socialise, we would love to 

hear about them.  Just speak to any committee member.  

It’s already clear that, as a result of the pandemic, some of the venues where we used to meet 

may no longer be appropriate.  And having online access now to top-quality educational resources 
and experts may well alter our programmes, for our relationship with technology has moved to a 

different level.  Yet as well as this ‘same but different’ way of operating, we’ll still have the ‘same 

same’ one – local groups meeting face to face, social gatherings and the full range of 

opportunities that a u3a can provide.  

Covid-19 has brought into sharp focus our responsibility not to mix in groups if we’re feeling 
under the weather.  I’m sure members will follow health advice diligently and inform convenors 

immediately if they have any Covid-related concerns.  
John Batt  

mailto:cherryburroughs@talktalk.net
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News from the Groups 

Allotment   

We are still looking to find new members: on some occasions 

we’ve been unable to harvest (and eat) all our crops.  

The raspberries this year have been small but prolific and some 
varieties of tomato have done very well. As usual, our courgettes, 

rhubarb, beans and beetroot have proved reliably tasty.  

If you’re interested in finding out more about the group or would 
like to visit the allotment prior to joining us, do please contact 

me.     Alex Slater  
 

Birdwatching 

The venue for September was changed at the last minute from Ham Wall to Steart Marshes, as 
a number of different birds had been seen there recently.  Sadly, they proved elusive, although 

we identified 23 different species and heard a further two.  
However, the highlight of September was the wryneck that stayed for a good week at 
Culvercliffe.  Several members of our group were able to find it.  The photo of the bird of the 

month on our u3a website is of the actual bird that visited us!  Do keep an eye on the bird-

watching Forum, as I list there under the Sightings button any unusual birds spotted locally.  
Our October visit was to Bowling Green Marsh, and I’ll report on what we saw there in the next 

edition of the newsletter.  Our outing on Friday 19 November will be to Ham Wall. I’ll be 
sending more information to those in the group nearer these dates.  If you’re not yet a group 

member and are interested in joining us, please let me know and I can add you to my email 

list.    Kay Bullen  

Bookworms  

Variety being the spice of life, we’re doing our best to ring the changes with our reading list, 
which has a new title squeezed into it.  
We’re off to Taunton in December to see The Wind in the Willows at The Brewhouse Theatre, 

so decided we’d read/re-read the book beforehand. The trip is to be our pre-Christmas treat: 

any excuse for a post-Covid night out!   Lesley Barclay  

Classical Music 1  

In September Iain gave an enjoyable presentation based around Walton’s ‘Belshazzar’s Feast’. 

Our next meeting is on 17 November.  This group is currently full, but Classical Music 3 has 

space for new members.        Sandra Hanley  

Classical Music 2  

At the beginning of this month, Barry played us music connected with the sea, and we had a 
lovely afternoon.  On Monday 1 November, Alison and I are going to show a BBC film that we 

recorded many months ago; it is about the life of Janet Baker, with lots of singing for us to 

enjoy.  On 6 December, we will all bring a short favourite piece to play.      Jan Lowy  

Classical Music 3  

Eileen Ann based her presentation on the influence that music has had on her life from a very 

young age, and included several compositions by her daughter.  Our next meeting, on Friday, 5 

November, will be at James’s house, where he will give the presentation.       Jan Lowy  
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Computer Confidence  

We are waiting for Mark Rest to resume his role as convenor and look forward to welcoming 
him back at November’s meeting.  
Meeting on Zoom, the group has discussed a variety of members’ questions.   One query 

raised recently was how to deal with your ‘digital legacy’ – that’s the emails, photos, 
Facebook posts, and other digital resources that your heirs may have to deal with one day. 

This is an important topic that should be of interest to all members of our u3a, and not just 
members of this group.  A website news item and a Facebook group post about it have so far 

drawn little response.  Please do contact us if you have concerns – or experiences, whether 

good or bad – about this topic.  
We’ve created a new Forum on our website to provide a focus for questions and discussion 

on IT topics.  You can find it at https://minehead-district-
u3a.org.uk/forums/forum/technology-forum ; you can also email any specific technology-

related queries directly to ITChampionsMinehead@gmail.com .          Martin Fisk  

Deadline for contributions to the next edition of the newsletter: Friday 5 November 2021 
Please send all your photos and copy by then to newsletter@minehead-district-u3a.org.uk   

Creative Writing  

It’s been very much a case of ‘Carry on writing’ for the group.  Over the past few months, we’ve 

covered a diverse range of ‘trigger’ subjects: ‘A Day in the Life Of...’, ‘What was that bang?’, 

and ‘£50 or near offer. Buyer collects.’ 

All of these have produced an amazing array of tales – some amusing, some poignant, some 

thought-provoking, some laugh-out-loud funny – but all very original and enjoyable both to 
write and to read.  The group certainly hasn’t lost any of its creativity by being locked down, but 

we are so pleased to be meeting face to face once again, and sharing our thoughts on each 

other’s ideas and writing.  

French Conversation  

This month we enjoyed reading another of the Sempé-Goscinny tales of ‘Le Petit Nicolas’. 
(Thank you to Lesley for the photocopying.) Once again, these essentially simple stories 

raised several discussion points on both grammar and vocabulary, some of which reflect 

ways in which the French language has changed since our long-ago school days.  

Our homework this month is to research French author Edmond Rostand in preparation for a 

talk about him by our guest speaker next month.    Di Martin  

General History   
It was lovely to be able to meet in person at 
Townsend House last month, when we had a 

fascinating talk on the Russian Revolution from 
Anne.  After refreshments, various members 

shared ‘an item seen in a museum that had 

sparked the imagination’.  As you can imagine, 
it was a varied session.  

We were also pleased to welcome two new 
members to the group.  We are going to 

continue to meet at Townsend House.  When 

we meet on 18 October, Di will refresh our 
memories about the history of the house, 

possibly with a tour.  

Next month, we shall meet at Townsend House 
on Monday, 15 November.         Jane Sperring  

 

 

 

https://minehead-district-u3a.org.uk/our-u3a/interest-groups/science-technology/computer-confidence
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Italian  

In August, we took a month off from our weekly meetings as some people were away.  Our 
regular sessions restarted in September – every Monday at 10 am.  We found our last book 

a bit abstract, so we scrapped it in favour of Suzanne Collins’ Hunger Games.  When we 

discuss the beginning of the book, it will be interesting to see what everybody makes of it! 
In our textbook we’ve just about finished revising the conditional in Chapter 3.  Riveting 

stuff!  
For the rest of October, owing to the closure of the road in Carhampton we are holding our 

meetings on Zoom at 4 pm on Tuesdays.     Bettina Grieser Johns  

Local History 

Our October meeting showed up, once again, some of the difficulties of relying on internet 

connections.  At 10 am on the day of the meeting, I discovered that our home system had 
failed completely.  Fortunately, Jan managed to hold the fort until I was back online at 

10.35, with my presentation ‘Williton Then and Now’.  There was a smaller audience than 

usual, but I was trying to encourage others to take on small projects which could be shared 
at future meetings.  There have been several positive responses so far, but I am always 

looking for other members to come forward with ideas.  One suggestion is that I lead a 
walk through Williton to point out what I observed.  Let me know if you would be 

interested.  
The next meeting will be on Thursday 4 November at the usual time (10.15 for 10.30 am), 
when we will be joined on Zoom by Dr Leonard Baker.  Leonard is the post-doctoral 

researcher involved with the Exmoor National Park project on the Knight papers.  He will 
set the developments in Simonsbath into a social history context and describe what else 

was going on at the time when John Knight bought the former Royal Forest.  With Zoom 

there is no restriction on numbers, so this meeting will be open to any u3a members.  If 
you’re not on the local history mailing list but would like to hear the talk, all you need to do 

is contact me nearer the time for the Zoom link.  
Our December meeting is planned for Thursday 2 December – details will follow. There will 

be no meeting in January.         David Temple  

Nature Amblers  

Our nature amble on Wednesday 27 October will start at 10 am from Webbers Post. There 

should be many fungi there at this time of year, and hopefully lots of other things of 
interest to see.  
On last month’s amble at Bossington, we saw and listed 62 different flowers, plants and 

animals.      Jill Pudwell  

Painting  
We’ve held our first indoor meeting of the autumn, painting with doors ajar to keep us free 
from the virus.  All seemed to enjoy the morning and some good art was produced. We feel 

so lucky to have a pastime at our age where we can sit and natter without expending too 

much energy!  

 

The painting shown here – with an 

autumnal theme – is by me:  

Pat Gurnett  

 

http://italianconversation@minehead-district-u3a.org.uk/
http://localhistory@minehead-district-u3a.org.uk/
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Photography 

In August members contributed photos of places and events they had visited over the 
summer.  A wide range of images is now on the u3a website, but the picture here by Mark 

Rest of the Thundercat Racing is particularly action-packed!  

 

Our September meeting was a visit to Lynton, where a particularly warm day saw members 
looking for images around the town, which was still busy with tourists.  Look out for the 

Lynton photos on our website page soon!  
Our October meeting is to be in Dulverton, but from November we’ll return to indoor 

meetings, getting together on a new day and at a new venue.  From Friday 5 November 

we’ll meet in the new Community Hall in Minehead on the first and third Fridays of 
the month, from 11 am to 1 pm.  The new hall offers great space and facilities but is so 

popular that we’ve had to settle for a new day and time.  I do hope all current members 
will continue to come along, as well as any newcomers who may feel more comfortable 

about meeting in this venue.        Stewart Lane  

Poetry 1 

In September we brought along our own choice of poetry, which gave us a wide variety of 

poems from the 18th to 21st centuries. October’s subject is ‘Creatures’ and November’s is 
‘Count your Blessings’.  
There will be no December meeting.      Sandra Hanley  

Ukulele  

Ukulele 1 is thriving again.  Playing the ukulele solo is great fun, but you can’t beat playing 

in a group!  Being in a group makes you try playing songs you wouldn’t have tried if left to 
your own devices. A nd it’s so much more fun too. Group playing is what the uke is about.  

So, if you already play, do come along and join us.  
If you don’t yet play, sign up for the Absolute Beginners sessions (11 am on Friday 
mornings) and you’ll be playing with one – or both – of our u3a groups in no time at all. 

Well, actually, in about six weeks or so.  It really is that easy to get playing music you love!  
Uke 1 meets every two weeks at 2 pm on a Tuesday, while Uke 2 meets every week at 2 

pm on Wednesdays – both groups playing at Carhampton Village Hall.       Mike Lay  

 

http://photography@minehead-district-u3a.org.uk/
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Our September Coffee Morning 

We’ll get the bad news over first...  Things did not go smoothly during our last coffee 
morning Zoom!  Our speaker, Marilyn Bishop, had suffered an unfortunate IT failure that 

eventually forced her to abandon her presentation.  We are so sorry about that, and I can 
assure anyone attending our online coffee mornings for the first time in September that it 

was the only time it’s happened to us.  So do please come back for our November 

presentation.  

The good news, however, is that you haven’t missed your chance to hear about the life and 

work of Beryl Cook.  Paul Vickery, our Speakers Organiser, has now arranged that Marilyn 

will make a Zoom comeback early in 2022.  

 

As you can see on this screenshot, a few of us stayed online for a chat afterwards.  We also 

took the opportunity to have a useful practice with Zoom ‘breakout rooms’.  This enables 
the host to split larger numbers of participants into small groups, so that we can chat to 

each other more easily and informally than is possible in a large group.      Margaret Shaw  

 

Welcome to our new members 

We extend a warm welcome to those who’ve recently joined our u3a – several of you as the 
direct result of our slightly damp ‘mini open day’ last month on the forecourt of the Old 

Hospital in Minehead:  

Lorna Askew from Watchet; Lynda Bradley from Porlock; Fiona Chamberlain from 
Withycombe; Greta & Alan Gardner from Wootton Courtney; Ann Strik from Dunster; and, 

from Minehead, Julie & Malcolm Burt, Linda Marlton, and Maggie Pollard.  

Thank you all for joining us, and we hope you’ll enjoy taking an active part in our u3a! Just 

contact Helen Sellings if you have any queries about our interest groups, or get in touch 

directly with the convenor if you already know which groups you’d like to join.  The Full List 

of groups can be found at: https://minehead-district-u3a.org.uk/full-list-of-groups  
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