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Online Talk: 11 am Thursday 17 February 2022 

Job of a Laughtime  

Brad Ashton, our guest speaker, is an international TV comedy scriptwriter 

who has written over 1,000 television shows. He has supplied comedy for 
such stars as Tommy Cooper, Les Dawson, Dick Emery, Frankie Howerd, 

Bruce Forsyth, Ken Dodd, Hylda Baker, David Frost and Bob Monkhouse.  

Brad promises to keep us entertained with many amusing (and amazing) 
humorous backstage stories about some of the performers he's had the 

pleasure – and sometimes displeasure – of working with. He warns us to 
expect some startling revelations! 

 

The Zoom link will be sent on Monday 14 February to members on email. If you’d like to attend 

but need help with Zoom, just send an email before then to ITChampionsMinehead@gmail.com. 

 
 

For Covid guidance for u3as, please check our website 
 

Chairman’s Column 
The Yiddish proverb 
‘Man plans, and God 

laughs’ has never 

seemed more 
appropriate than in 

relation to 2021. So, 

what of 2022?  

Whatever it has in 

store for us, we must 
not give up on planning. But, at the same 

time, we have to be realistic: any plans we 

make need to be as flexible and responsive 
as we can make them. Please remember that 

and take a philosophical approach to any late 

changes that group convenors make.  

Attendance at group meetings is very much 

an individual decision. To protect others, if 
you have any cold-like symptoms or if you 

have very recently returned from travelling, 
please take a lateral flow test on the day of 

the meeting or check with your convenor 

whether it is possible to use our new hybrid 

meeting kit, so that you can join the group’s 

meeting remotely via Zoom. 

School students are now required to wear 

masks in class. The National u3a Office view, 
which the committee supports, is that, as we 

are an educational organisation, our 

members should adhere to the same rule. 

Being optimistic – and therefore hoping not 

to cause any gods too much amusement – 
we are now aiming to start our social coffee 

mornings from March. Look out for more on 

these in our February newsletter.  

I have begun to explore setting up a walking 

cricket group; some are running successfully 
in other parts of the country. If your New 

Year resolution is to try something new, look 

at the list of our groups at the end of this 
newsletter. And if you would like to join – or 

even lead – an interest group that’s not on 
the list, please contact any committee 

member and we’ll see what we can do. 

John Batt

mailto:ITChampionsMinehead@gmail.com
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Join a new group for artists! 

Would anyone be interested in coming to an informal art group for anyone who wants to paint, 
whether beginner or more experienced artist? Use whatever materials you are happy to work 

with, for example oils, acrylics, water colours, pastels, pencil sketching. Ideally our meetings 

would be early afternoon on either Mondays or Wednesdays. 

For more details contact Linda Marlton on 07792 680654, or via newgroups@minehead-district-

u3a.org.uk 

 
 

 

News from the Groups 

See page 8 for group convenor contact details 

Our website has additional information and photos and is regularly updated. If you have a tablet 

device or smartphone with a camera, you can use the QR code here to go directly to the website.  

 

Allotment 

We held a small indoor gathering in December as the winter tasks can 

be carried over. Our New Year resolutions will include cleaning and 

tidying equipment as well as composting – probably with seaweed.  

Our physalis ripened in the mild weather and the Chinese lanterns (see 

photo, right) gave us some delicious fruit. 

 
Alex Slater 

 

Bird Watching 

Our November trip was to Ham Wall, where we saw 35 different species and heard two more. 

Highlights were good views of a Cetti’s warbler – which we usually only hear – and also of a male 

marsh harrier. One surprise was the number of chiffchaffs that we heard singing. 

December’s meeting was to Shapwick (although we also did a short wander around Ham Wall). 

We saw 41 species and heard the water rail. On our last visit in November we missed the ring-
necked duck (an American visitor) but chanced across it this time – with good close-up views. We 

were also pleased to see the whooper swan. A list of all the birds we’ve seen on each outing can 

be found on the website. 

Our next trip on 21 January is another to Ham Wall, but this time in the afternoon in the hope of 

seeing the starlings’ murmuration. The outing after that will be on 18 February to Steart.  

New members are welcome: just contact me and I can add you to the mailing list for the group. 

Kay Bullen 

 

DATES for your 2022 DIARY 

Speaker’s Morning: 11 am Thursday 17 March 2022 

The Knight Papers Shared Learning Project 

 

Speaker’s Morning: 11 am Thursday 21 April 2022 

Tavistock v Taj Mahal: The Town's Significance as World Heritage, by Andrew Thompson 
 

AGM: 11 am Thursday 12 May 2022 

 



 

u3a Learn, laugh, live 

3 

Bookworms 

We all enjoyed The Wind in the Willows – reading it, that is. Sadly, owing to the dreaded Covid, 

the performance we were due to attend was cancelled (the cast was forced to isolate, pushing 

back rehearsals and thus knocking out early dates, including ours). One member of the group did 

get there and thoroughly enjoyed it, though.  

The ‘tried and true’ approach seems to have been successful for us in 2021, as To Kill a 
Mockingbird was also a winner: not always an easy read, but worth the effort. We’re entering 

2022 cautiously and hoping to discuss some engaging and stimulating books. 
Lesley Barclay 

 

Canasta 

This new group has not started meeting yet, mainly owing to a reluctance to get together while 
Covid is still about. If anyone is interested in joining us, please let me know, and I’ll get in touch 

when meetings are due to start. 
Kay Bullen 

Classical Music 1 

Our December meeting was cancelled, and we are now waiting before planning more. 

Sandra Hanley 

 

Classical Music 2 

Our next meeting will be at South Park on Monday 7 February when Sandra will present her 

choice of music. 
Jan Lowy 

 

Classical Music 3 

Our next meeting on Friday 4 February will be presented by Tina and John Godrich at their home. 

Jan Lowy 

 

Crime Fiction  

The crime fiction book club is due to hold its first meeting at 11 am on Thursday 3 March at 

Watchet Library, 11 The Esplanade, TA23 0AJ. We have three places (£1 per session) left for 
anyone wishing to join. Please contact me if you would like to join. 

Lori Lee 

 

E-bikers 

The group has decided to disband.  
Helen Sellings 

 

 

French Conversation 

In November we welcomed Sue Lloyd to our meeting. Sue is an authority on the life and works of 
Edmond Rostand. She had prepared a comprehensive talk for us. We all now know a great deal 

more than before about the artistic life in Paris in the late 19th century, the life of Rostand and 

his family and friends and, above all, Rostand’s large body of work. Probably the best known of 

these are Cyrano de Bergerac, Chantecler and L'Aiglon, which he wrote for Sarah Bernhardt.  

In January we’ll listen to and then translate a Jacques Brel song. There are some truly terrible 
translations on the internet, so I am hoping we can do better! 

Di Martin 

Deadline for contributions to the next edition of the newsletter is Friday 4 February 2022. 

Please send your photos and copy by then to newsletter@minehead-district-u3a.org.uk. 
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German Conversation 

In December both German groups met at Rita's house to celebrate our 

last meeting of the year. Some of us had brought along a selection of 

delicious German Christmas bakes, which we enjoyed with a tasting of 

hot mulled wine.  

We then sang some Christmas carols in German, thankfully aided by 
copies of the words. It was fun and we are all grateful to Rita for 

hosting our German gatherings. Ein frohes neues Jahr! 
Cherrie Temple 

 

General History  

We had a fascinating afternoon in November with lots of mini-talks based around the year 1742. 
We learned that there are only 55 miles between Russia and Alaska and that the sea is only 60 

metres deep there We listened to part of Handel’s Messiah as it was first performed in Dublin in 
1742 and learned that William Pulteney, 1st Earl of Bath, hasn’t anything to do with the bridge of 

that name in Bath!  

We didn’t meet in December and, by the time you are reading this, we’ll have met in January to 
hear about the life and work of Edward Jenner. We’ll then meet on 21 February for a talk on the 

history of photography and cinematography. After refreshments – and chat! – some of us will 
share short talks on the theme of transport. These should produce some interesting ideas as we 

discuss bridges, roads and rivers, trains and planes and horses. 
Jane Sperring 

 

Italian Conversation 

Not much new to report on the Italian front – we are still struggling 
through the difficult grammar of chapter 4 in our textbook (pronouns, no 

less!), while distracting ourselves with some mouth-watering descriptions 

of Italian food. Having read a chunk of our current book (The Hunger 
Games) we ask each other comprehension and grammar questions, which 

sometimes lead to interesting discussions.  

To celebrate Christmas, we played a new Italian game, ‘Parolandia dei 

Piccoli’ (see Cherrie’s photo, right), where we had to make up sentences, 

which meant that the noises coming from our corner in Owls Roost were 

even more raucous than usual!  

Looking back over the year, we know we are making progress while still 
having fun. 

Bettina Grieser Johns 

 

Local History 

Despite the occasional IT gremlins, owing to the worsening Covid numbers I have taken the 

decision to continue with our Zoom meetings. The next meeting will be on Thursday 3 February, 
at 10.30 am, when Ron Blundell will present the history of the telephone exchanges in Minehead. 

We take telephones for granted, but they were essential to the development of the town 
throughout the 20th century and for two decades Ron played a crucial role in that. This will be 

followed by Barbara Hoffbauer's talk on shanty men.  

Our meeting on Thursday 3 March sees Alison Andrew presenting her findings on the Williton 

Union workhouse, which took in paupers from all over the district, including Minehead. 

I recorded our December talk by Di Martin on her 2015 visit to Steep Holm. This is now available 

in the members-only area of the u3a website. Many thanks to Martin Fisk for his help with this. 

David Temple 

 

Lunch Club 

We have had to postpone our planned lunch in January at the Valiant Soldier, Roadwater. I will be 

in contact with group members about a new date. 
Lori Lee 
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Nature Amblers 

Happy New Year to you all. We were not planning to have an 

amble in January, but with so much else cancelled we have 

decided to do one after all. Ann and I will meet anyone who 
wants to join us on Wednesday 26 January at 10 am at the 

North Road car park in Minehead. We’ll meet near the path 
that runs from The Avenue opposite ‘Proper Job’ into 

Blenheim Gardens, and will have a gentle stroll, a chat and 

perhaps a cup of coffee.  

Alison Andrew took this photo of some of us on a bridge over 

the River Avill at Dunster during our November amble.  

Next month’s amble will be on 23 February at Dunster Marsh, where we’ll meet at 10 am near the 

seats just beyond the A39 underpass. Parking can be on the old A39 road (free), Dunster Steep 

car park (pay unless you have a valid parking permit) or roadside in Dunster Marsh.  
Jill Pudwell 

 

Photography 

We held our first indoor meeting for 18 months at 

the new Community Hall in Minehead in November, 
with a second meeting there in early December. All 

aspects of the venue are terrific. The rise in Covid 

cases wiped out our other December meeting and 
our first in January, but we look forward to more 

indoor meetings – on the first and third Fridays of 

the month. The plan for the cancelled meeting was 
to show our favourite 2021 images. While that was 

not possible, almost 70 images submitted by group 
members can now be seen on the u3a website. The 

picture shown here of Porlock Weir by Greta 

Gardner is just one of the fine images on view. 

Stewart Lane 

 

Poetry 

We are a small group and thus hope to be able to continue with our meetings. On 25 January our 

subject is ‘Joy’ and on 15 February we shall be looking at the work of Keats and Shelley. 

Sandra Hanley 

 

Prog Rock  

The group currently has 19 members, with each 

session normally having about eight 
participants. Our members come from all over 

the country because many u3as don’t offer a 

local prog rock group. I’m pleased to say that 

there are now five local group members.  

We play tracks and videos from a variety of 

bands such as The Moody Blues, Pink Floyd and 
ELP, to name but a few. Member participation is 

not required, but any input is welcome.  

Our sessions on the second Tuesday of every 

month start at 3 pm and last for about 90 minutes. Please see our u3a website calendar for the 

next scheduled meeting.  

There must be more local people out there interested in joining us! Don’t be shy: just send me an 

email to request the Zoom link. We plan to continue using Zoom for our meetings. 
Paul Vickery 
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Tap Dance 

Before Christmas the group enjoyed dancing to ‘Jingle Bell 

Rock’, and we have already met again in January. We revised 

the steps we've been learning and started to learn some new 
ones. We warmed up by dancing to a rousing sea shanty and 

finished with our showbiz-style ‘Hello Dolly’.  

Our tap dancing is a gentle exercise which has us smiling and 

laughing throughout the session.  

Jane Lay 

 

Theatre Trips 

It is with regret that I have decided not to continue organising theatre outings for our u3a. There 
are a variety of reasons: the uncertainty surrounding the pandemic and the resulting paucity of 

productions, the organisational requirements of u3a, and, significantly, my health. 

I am sorry that this opportunity to travel to see great quality live theatre, opera and ballet will be 

lost to members. I would be happy to support anyone who might be willing to take over the role 

of group convenor.  

In the meantime, I recommend the live screenings available at the Regal Theatre in Minehead: 

not only ballet and opera performances, but this season also showing art exhibitions of wonderful 
quality. And I have my fingers crossed that the Regal will soon – maybe in the autumn– be 

offering live screenings of theatre productions too! 
Liz Murphy 

 

Ukulele Absolute Beginners 

We intend to start a new block of six lessons in February. This will set you up to join one of our 

u3a’s other ukulele groups. If you would like to try learning the ukulele, then please get in touch. 

Jane Lay 

 

Ukulele 1 

Ukulele 1 is a thriving group of very enthusiastic players, playing a range of songs mainly from 
the latter half of the last century. If you can play half a dozen chords (or more), you’ll be very 

welcome to come along and join us. So, to start the New Year, dust off that uke in the loft and 

come along. We meet every two weeks on a Tuesday at 2 pm in Carhampton Village Hall.  
Mike Lay 

 

Ukulele 2 

We have already met up in the New Year with some new members joining us. We are enjoying 

going through our songbooks, with each ukulele player choosing a favourite song or two to play. 

It is a relaxed mixed-ability group where we focus on playing songs familiar to us all as well as 
learning new ones.  

Jane Lay 

 

Vintage Books  

This new group was set up to explore the work of writers from the 1920s to about the 1960s who 
have been largely forgotten and who are often out of print but deserve to be read. Some 

publishing companies, such as Furrowed Middle Brow and Persephone, are now reprinting many 

of these old books. In addition, the British Library is continually bringing out more in the 'Crime 

Classics' series of vintage detective stories. 

We began in December with members sharing by email their reviews of vintage authors, which 
included the crime classic writer George Bellairs and the Irish author Maurice Walsh. We hope to 

meet in January and February with a 'free-for-all' choice of vintage books and the plan is that 

we’ll read at least one Rumer Godden novel by the March meeting, when we’ll discuss her books.  

As this is a small group, we still have space for more members who’d like to join us. 
Pam Bartlett 
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November 2021 Online Talk: Driving under London  

John Polley joined London Underground at the age of 40, having wanted to drive trains pretty 
much all his life. In his virtual talk, John recounted much of the history of the Underground and 

its development over the years, and included in his presentation some little-known facts, such as 

that there are now 11 lines and a total of 270 stations. 

First developed in the 19th century, underground 

railways were designed to help cities cope with 

increasing traffic congestion on their streets. 
Mainline trains were not allowed into the city 

centre because of the noise and dirt, so London 
needed to get passengers from one rail terminus 

to another when transferring between different 

railway companies’ routes. Originally London 
Underground lines were financed and developed 

by US business magnates until 1933, when they 

were merged to form a single transport ‘board’.  

John deliberately chose to work on the Northern Line because it had the unenviable nickname of 

‘Misery Line’: its trains were poor, it was not well staffed, and it suffered constant problems. 
However, John was up for a challenge, and the Northern Line with its branch complexity and the 

need to make major improvements to the service certainly provided him with that. 

Clearly passionate about his subject, John succeeded in captivating his u3a audience. This was 
evident from the questions and comments afterwards. Many of these came from people who’d 

lived and travelled around London earlier in their lives, but who were only now discovering many 

of the secrets of the London Underground’s Northern Line.  

Margaret Shaw 

 

NB Registered users of our website can view a recording of this talk, illustrated with many PowerPoint slides. 

 

❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖ 

 

Welcome to our new members 
We extend a warm welcome to those who’ve recently joined our u3a and hope to meet you soon!  

• David Beaney from Watchet 

• John & Maeve Medhurst, Karen Minto and Wilfred Spill – all from Minehead.  

 

 

If you need this information in a different format, such as large print, 

please contact the newsletter editor. 


