
 

Chairman's Report to the 2022 Annual General Meeting  

Another roller-coaster of a year has come and gone. I would like to thank all the committee and our 
group convenors for keeping our u3a active and vibrant despite the difficult situations we have all 
faced. Our membership, at 342 members, has remained nearly the same as at this time last year. 
Our two social meetings in Minehead and Williton represent the green shoots of our recovery and as 
well as providing us with meeting one another face to face, both attracted new members.  

We now have 43 groups on offer, which is more than we had last year. There is an additional ukulele 
group for beginners, a second French conversation group and a group called ‘Art for Fun’. Over 40 
people have expressed interest in a proposed genealogy group. 

We have continued to increase our use of technology and I want to record our thanks to Martin Fisk, 
Mark Rest and the IT Champions for their support not only to the committee, but also to many 
individual members. The possibility of ‘attending’ groups from home has been explored, and in the 
coming years we shall no doubt continue to develop remote access further.  

We have enjoyed an excellent programme of speakers on Zoom, so thanks to Paul Vickery for his co-
ordination efforts on our speaker’s mornings. Zoom attendance for individual talks has been 55–75, 
but over the year more than 120 members and visitors have joined a Zoom speaker’s morning.  

Our website continues to be interactive, informative and a model of good practice that other u3as 
seek to emulate. Again, our thanks to Hilary and Martin Fisk for their hard work on this.  

This year Margaret Shaw has continued as editor of the newsletter, doing an amazing job, producing 
it to such high quality month after month.  

As already mentioned, our groups have continued to operate and develop, and this has been in no 
small measure due to the support and excellent guidance of Helen Sellings, our Group Co-ordinator. 
We have not yet been able to hold the usual convenors’ thank-you gathering this year, but I am sure 
one will be organised soon after this AGM. 

We have maintained an active presence at u3a regional meetings. Thank you, Pam Young, for 
attending those and for providing the committee with informative – if sometimes surprising – 
reports on the expectations placed on local u3as by the Regional and National Committees. 

This last year, with our activities still seriously curtailed, we maintained our membership fee at £10. 
However, the committee decided to increase the 2022/23 fee to £12 to make sure we can cover the 
increases in room hire and maintain the technical contracts needed for hybrid meetings.  

My thanks to Nic Pettit, Treasurer, whose report is presented separately to the meeting. 

 Finally I would like to record my thanks to our Secretary, Sue Hutchings for all her hard work in 
keeping the formal aspects of the organisation, and the committee running like clockwork.    

This has been a bit of a ‘hokey-cokey’ year, as in ‘Can we go out, or do we stay in?’ And we have 
been all only too aware of the risks we run by attending meetings. As Chairman I would like to thank 
everyone for their forbearance and good sense: I am certainly not aware that any of our meetings 
have been a source of Covid distribution. 

Three long-serving members of the committee are leaving after the AGM, and this is also my last 



report as Chairman. I would like to thank all the past and present committee members and our 
group convenors for their valuable contributions to making Minehead and District u3a such an 
excellent organisation to be part of. 

John Batt, Chairman 


